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INTERESTING AND ODD FACTS ABOUT COLORS WHY ARE THERE SO MANY RED GUMMY BEARS IN THE PACKAGE?

According to the manufacturer Haribo, every bag of bears contains  
the same ratio of flavors. The color red dominates because there are light 
(raspberry) and dark (strawberry) red bears.HOW RED,  

YELLOW, ETC.  
INFLUENCE  
PERCEPTION

1/3 
red

300 g / 84 pieces

brunette 29%, black-haired 18%

TRUE BLUE MAJORITY

Regardless of whether you are young or old, male or female, when it comes to favorite colors, blue is usually at  
the top. Among women, only violet enjoys similar popularity. However, the fact that most hyperlinks on the Internet 
are blue is probably due to another reason: while many people suffer from red-green color impairment, blue 
blindness occurs markedly less often.

EYE-CATCHING COLORS

Humans can distinguish up to a million color nuances. Incidentally,  
90 percent of the world’s population have brown eyes. Brown evokes 
a feeling of trust in combination with certain facial structures.

BLONDE, NATURALLY

A survey shows that most 
German men think blonde 
women are the most  
attractive.

FAVORITE COLORS

The eye perceives colors different-
ly as one ages. Most people over 
70 years of age regard shades of 
blue as soothing.

SIMPLY BRILLIANT

Red, yellow, and green have had  
a role in road traffic since 1920. 
That was the year William Potts, 
a policeman in Detroit, installed 
the first tri-color traffic light. His 
idea was to simplify regulation of 
traffic flow. He could not have 

imagined that his invention would  
one day change the face of soccer. Ken 
Aston was head referee at the 1966 
World Cup championship. During the 
quarter-final game between Argentina 
and England at Wembley, a German 
referee expelled an Argentine player.  
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Detroit 1920 Wembley 1966

47% 
prefer
blondes

Up to 1 million
nuances of color

Sources: 01 Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung, 2003; 02 HARIBO GmbH & Co. KG; 03 www.tingalls.com; 04 Meinungsforschungsinstitut GEWIS; 05 www.netzoptiker.de, www.auge-online.de; 06 www.joehallock.com

finishextra 20144



01

93%

The player didn’t understand and stayed 
put. In the end, Aston had to escort  
him off the field while gesturing with his 
hands and feet. Then he came upon a 
traffic light on the way home. It switched 
to yellow, and Aston took his foot off the 
gas pedal. Suddenly he had a brainstorm 
as his car came to a stop: He decided  

to apply traffic light colors to 
soccer. By the time the 1970 
World Cup came around, each 
player knew what was coming 
when the referee 
stood in front of 
him with a yellow 
or red card.

THE EYES DECIDE AYE OR NAY

The decision to buy something has  
a lot to do with visual perception. 

SIMILARITIES

The color and shape of stop signs the 
world over are nearly identical so that 
foreign drivers can react appropriately.

FRIES ARE FAVORITES

German soccer fans love the fast food 
classic “red-and-white fries” (with 
ketchup and mayonnaise). Could that 
be the reason 25 percent of soccer 
club jerseys in the 
first to third leagues 
are red and white? 

RED EQUALS DREAD

It spreads fear and terror in and 
out of school: the red pencil.  
An experiment showed that test 
subjects who used red pencils  
to make corrections to a text 
found 26 percent more errors 
than those who used a blue one. 

RECORDS ON THE WEATHER MAP

Australia recently introduced the color  
violet to their weather maps—for record 
temperatures over 50 degrees Celsius.

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THEM?

We can memorize units of form and color 
especially well. Especially those of famous 
cartoon characters. How fast can you 
identify the above depicted series heroes?

STREET VIEW

Bright colors are a rare sight on German 
roads. In 2012, around 75 percent of new 
car registrations in Germany were for  
black, gray, and white models. Could it be 
related to the results of a study conducted 
by a British car dealer that showed birds 
preferred to relieve themselves on red  
and blue cars?
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01 The Simpsons, 02 Ernie & Bert, 03 the Daltons & Lucky Luke, 04 Asterix, Obelix & Idefix, 05 Teletubbies, 06 Donald Duck & Nephews

01 Aral, 02 BP, 03 Shell
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26% 
more errors

25%

 

pay attention to an item’s 
visual impression

6% are interested in the 
nature/characteristics of  
an item
1% decide according  
to the taste or sound

29.4%
silver, gray

15.7%
white

29.5%
black

+50°!

HAVE YOU ALREADY NOTICED?

A driver can already see from afar which 
brand of gas he is heading towards based 
on the station’s colors.
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Sources: 07 Experiment by California State University, 2010; 08 www.turnhallengeruch.de; 10 Kraftfahrt-Bundesamt; 11 Commonwealth of Australia, Australian Bureau of Meteorology, 2014; 2 www.webpagefx.com
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